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Canada is well-positioned to 
realize its vision of ensuring 

fairness and opportunity for all 
Canadians. The Canada Child 
Benefit, introduced just two 
years ago, is helping to lift tens 
of thousands of households out 
of poverty, while the commit-
ment to renew the Homelessness 
Partnering Strategy promises to 
significantly reduce the trauma 
of homelessness.

The next stage is the an-
nouncement of a new National 
Housing Strategy, which, if done 
wisely, will chart a course to 
greater economic security for 
Canadians by addressing both 
homelessness and the lack of 
affordable housing.

An effective Housing Strat-
egy must deal with three critical 
areas. First, it needs to clearly 
state its purpose in terms of spe-
cific and measurable outcomes 
that focus efforts on those in 
the most urgent housing need. 
Second, translating good ideas 
into tangible progress must be 
matched by significant, multi-
year investment. Third, changing 
times require policy innovation 
that moves beyond replicating 
past initiatives.

There are promising signs 
that this is what the federal gov-
ernment intends to do.

Clarity of purpose: The most 

significant challenges facing 
Canada in the area of housing 
affordability are homelessness 
and housing poverty. At least 
235,000 households experience 
homelessness in a given year. As 
well, almost a million house-
holds pay over 30 per cent of 
income for rent (defined as “core 
housing need” by CMHC) and 
400,000 of those pay over 50 per 
cent of their incomes on rent. By 
any measure this is severe hous-
ing need. So it is good news that 
the National Housing Strategy 
has already set clear targets of 
reducing both chronic homeless-
ness and core housing need.

Investment: The federal 2017 
budget is a de facto “housing 
budget.” Eleven billion dollars 
are already booked toward 
housing investments for the 
next decade. This historic move 
means that for the first time in 
a generation, Canadians can 
count on long-term, predictable, 
significant investments in this 
central policy area. And while 
these investments alone will not 
address the full scale of Cana-
da’s housing crisis, the hope is 
that tangible progress toward 
defined outcomes will mobilize 
expanded federal investment in 
years to come.

Innovation: Perhaps the big-
gest challenge is to introduce 

fresh approaches to solving our 
housing problems. The current 
system of housing supports and 
investments have certainly made 
a big difference over the past 
decades. But huge gaps remain, 
and new approaches are needed 
to keep up with the fast-chang-
ing social and economic envi-
ronment facing Canadians.

Four key policy directions are 
prime areas for innovation and 
transformation.

A new national housing ben-
efit, paid directly to low-income 
renters, will immediately reduce 
severe core housing need, and 
help households at risk of, or 
experiencing, homelessness.

Investments in both new and 
existing buildings will increase 
the supply of rental housing 
that is affordable to middle and 
lower income groups.

A new framework to replace 
the social housing operating 
agreements with the federal and 
provincial governments, needs 
to ensure existing tenants—
among the most vulnerable in 
our society—are protected while 
we transition to the new housing 
benefit.

And, investing to increase the 
effectiveness of the Homelessness 
Partnering Strategy will make 
measurable improvements in 
reducing chronic homelessness.

We face an uncertain and 
changing world where global-
izing forces and accelerating 
automation are transforming 
the nature and structure of 
our labour markets. Our social 
policies need to be adaptive and 
responsive to these news condi-
tions. Old solutions for age-old 
problems won’t do the job.

Federal leadership is essen-
tial to chart a long-term housing 
strategy that will address urgent 
needs, mitigate worsening 
trends, and establish sustain-
able solutions that ensure a safe, 
affordable home is a reality for 
every Canadian. Transformative 
action now will strengthen Can-
ada’s ability to improve housing 
outcomes across our nation.

No one strategy alone can 
resolve the complex issues at 
the root of poverty in Canada. A 
new National Housing Strat-
egy will, however, build on the 
momentum already created, 
and enable a significant next 
step towards greater fairness, 
opportunity and justice for all 
Canadians.

Dr. Jacline Nyman is presi-
dent & CEO of United Way 
Centraide Canada. Tim Richter 
is president & CEO of the Cana-
dian Alliance to End Homeless-
ness.
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the Mainland.
Since the lifting of martial law 

in 1987, democratization enabled 
the Taiwanese to reshape the Re-
public of China into a government 
that represents their interests. Tai-
wanese people freely elect their 
president and legislative Yuan—a 
government that has abandoned 
all pretence of representing China 
internationally. Their passports 
are accepted for visa-free entry 
into Europe, the United States, 
Canada, and other countries. This 
means that Taiwan is a more ef-
fective political reality than ever. 
Taiwan and its allies are usually 
capable of finding pragmatic 
solutions to maintain substantive 
relations. Taiwan and Canada, for 
example, have a memorandum of 
understanding for cooperation on 
Indigenous issues. Canada can 
surely take a lead in encourag-
ing the UN and related agencies 
to welcome the people of Taiwan 
whenever possible.

Scott Simon is a sociology and 
anthropology professor at the 
University of Ottawa. 
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key to fairness and opportunity 

Canada should take lead to encourage UN to 
welcome people of Taiwan whenever possible 

No one strategy 
alone can resolve 
the complex issues 
at the root of poverty 
in Canada. A new 
National Housing 
Strategy will, 
however, build on the 
momentum already 
created, and enable 
a significant next 
step towards greater 
fairness, opportunity 
and justice for all 
Canadians. 
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Minister of 
Families, 
Children 
and Social 
Development 
Jean-Yves 
Duclos, pictured 
in this file photo 
on the Hill, is 
also the minister 
responsible for 
the CMHC. The 
Hill Times file 
photograph 


